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P.O. BOX 82 CLAYTON, NC 27520-0082 
        IN THIS ISSUE – SGT. MAJOR JOHN CANLEY 

  

Sgt. Major John Canley                                                                            
 
17 OCT 2018 - The President of the 
United States of America takes 
pleasure in presenting the Medal of 
Honor to Gunnery Sergeant John L. 
Canley (MCSN: 1455946), United 
States Marine Corps, for 
extraordinary heroism while serving 
as Company Gunnery Sergeant of 
Company A, First Battalion, First 
Marines, First Marine Division 
(Reinforced), Fleet Marine Force, 
during operations against the enemy 
in the Republic of Vietnam from 31 
January to 6 February 1968. On 31 
January, when his company came 
under a heavy volume of enemy fire 
near the city of Hue, then Gunnery 
Sergeant Canley rushed across the 
fire-swept terrain and carried several 
wounded Marines to safety. Later, 
with the company commander 
seriously wounded, Gunnery 
Sergeant Canley assumed command 
and  
 
 

 
immediately reorganized his 
scattered Marines, moving from one  
 
group to another to advise and 
encourage his men. Although 
sustaining shrapnel wounds during 
this period, he nonetheless 
established a base of fire which 
subsequently allowed the company to 
break through the enemy strongpoint. 
Retaining command of the company 
for the following three days, Gunnery 
Sergeant Canley on 4 February led 
his men into an enemy-occupied 
building in Hue. Despite fierce enemy 
resistance, he succeeded in gaining a 
position immediately above the 
enemy strongpoint and dropped a 
large satchel charge into the position, 
personally accounting for numerous 
enemy killed, and forcing the others 
to vacate the building. On 6 February, 
when his unit sustained numerous 
casualties while attempting to capture 
a government building, Gunnery 
Sergeant Canley lent words of 
encouragement to his  
 

men and exhorted them to greater 
efforts as they drove the enemy from 
its fortified emplacement.  
 
Although wounded once again during 
this action, on two occasions he 
leaped a wall in full view of the 
enemy, picked up casualties, and 
carried them to covered positions. By 
his dynamic leadership, courage, and 
selfless dedication, Gunnery 
Sergeant Canley contributed greatly 
to the accomplishment of his 
company's mission and upheld the 
highest traditions of the Marine Corps 
and of the United States Naval 
Service. Canley marks the 300th 
Marine to ever receive the MOH. 

Commandant: Gregory Quinn Sr.                           Editor: Lewis W. Rice III 

           quinngsr@gmail.com                                           lewisrice3@yahoo.com 

                919-901-7213                                                        919-714-2517 
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411 pounds of dog food collected for canines affected and displaced by Hurricane Florence at the Growl. 
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Greetings Fellow Marines, 

Summer is gone, and I believe colder weather is fast approaching. There were a 

couple of days this past week when there was some frost on the pumpkin. It won’t 

be long until we start wishing spring would get here. I don’t really know if we are 

ever satisfied. In this great Nation of ours, we are Blessed beyond measure, and 

then some. We certainly have a lot to be thankful for. God has truly blessed us. I 

have never heard of a person fleeing Capitalism to seek a better life in a Socialist 

State. In about three weeks we will be celebrating Thanksgiving on the 22nd of 

November. That will be a time to spend with family and friends sharing a meal and 

being thankful for all we have. Psalm 118 verse 1 says; “Give thanks to the LORD, for 

he is good; his love endures forever”. I challenge you to find a Veteran this year that 

might be in need, and share something with them. It is a great way to celebrate the 

true meaning of Thanksgiving. November is without a doubt one of our busiest 

months of the year for our Detachment. November 3rd is the Harvest Festival in 

Clayton. Our Detachment will be well represented there. Come out and support our 

Marines. Also on that day, we will be finishing up our fundraiser with Belk’s. The 

proceeds will go to help the Veterans impacted by hurricane Florence. Then the BIG 

DAY on the 10th we celebrate our Beloved Marine Corps Birthday. 243 years old and 

counting. Then on November 12th, we celebrate Veterans Day and Johnston County 

will hold their annual Veterans Appreciation event at Smithfield-Selma High School 

starting at 1100 hrs. A meal will be served following the program. Plan to attend, 

you won’t regret it. Come early as we all try to sit together. (Uniform of the day is 

Summer Undress, you can also wear your red MCL coat with our Detachment logo on the back). 

So, on that Thanksgiving day this year be especially thankful for those Veterans and 

their families who served and sacrificed so we could celebrate all those activities 

we have planned not only this month, but throughout the whole year. Remember, 

ALL GAVE SOME, AND SOME GAVE ALL. I am truly proud to serve with each and 

every one of you. God Bless. 

Semper Fi! Greg Quinn, Commandant, Carry-On Detachment 1236 MCL 
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Good Business Award Committee (Lewis W. Rice III – Chair) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

29 OCT 2018 – Coca-Cola of Clayton receives Good Business Award and a Certificate of Appreciation.             

 

Eagle Scout Good Citizenship Award Committee (Lewis W. Rice III – Chair) 

➢ Upcoming: 17 NOV 2018 –  Caleb Mitchell Turner from Troop 346 of Raleigh. 

                                                                                                                                            

➢ Upcoming: 15 DEC 2018 – Ryan Joseph Compton from Troop 33 of Clayton.  

 

21 OCT 2018 – Christopher Lee Hopson from Troop 33 of Clayton.            28 OCT 2018 – Jeremy Lee Creech from Troop 66 of Polenta. 

 

 

Youth Committee (Lewis W. Rice III – Chair) 

 

➢ None scheduled at this time. 

  
OOOO 
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VA Hospital Visit Committee (Ken Parker – Chair)    

VA Hospital visit is scheduled for 30 October 2018.  In addition to the regular visit we will attend the Fall 
Festival at the Durham VA on 31 October 2018. 

 

Adopt-A-Highway Clean-Up Committee (Ken Parker – Chair)  

➢ None scheduled at this time. 

 

 

Scholarship Committee (Bob Long – Chair) 

Scholarship Committee:  We voted on the four options for our scholarship, (1) one applicant from each school 
selected by the school, (2) Any applicant from any public Johnston County High School, (3) descendant of a 

Marine veteran, (4) descendant of any veteran.  Results of the vote taken are as follows; choice (1) received 6 votes of the 13 Marines 
present, (2) received 2 votes, choices (3) and (4) were not voted due to majority vote on number (1).  Our scholarship applications will 
be limited to one applicant from each high school. 

 

Sick Call: Chaplain Jodie Hislop reported that Tim Daniel wife is recovering.  Perry Champion has had both shoulders operated on 
and now has a live-in lady that helps him.  She stated Commandant Quinn attempted to call all members after Hurricane Florence to 
make sure all were ok.  Commandant Quinn added Chap Ragland is still undergoing dialysis, Andrew Loftin is doing better but still 
uncomfortable with back problems.  Carl Naus is not doing well. 

Good of the League: Ken Parker reminded all that we are to lead the County Commissioners with the Pledge of Allegiance on the 
3rd of December, first Monday of December.  Our Christmas meeting will be 11 December at the Golden Corral in Smithfield.  We will 
start at 18:30 all wishing to participate in the dirty Santa, bring gifts valued at $10.00.  All wished Commandant Quinn a Happy 55 
year Wedding Anniversary.  Ken stated he will be needing help this year with Toys for Tots as he has taken on more territory to 
compensate the loss of a T4T coordinator in North Raleigh.  He reminded all we have 25 calendars to sell for the Department 
fundraiser. Devell Durham Advised all that the new ruling for caregivers has been expanded to all veterans not just those post 9/11.  
He also reminded all that those disabled veterans that are classified as unemployable will now be checked through the IRS to make 
sure they are not employed.  Congress is still trying to pass law to award the Blue Water Navy Veterans that were offshore in 
Vietnam, eligibility for exposure to Agent Orange. He reminded all of the Veterans Day Ceremony in Smithfield at SSS High School.  
Uniform of the Day is the short sleeve undress.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

243rd Marine Corps Birthday 10 November 2018 

IN MEMORY OF OUR FALLEN MARINE BROTHERS AND SISTERS, FMF CORPSMEN AND CHAPLAINS 

Tom Barrie, John Bullock, George Gillespie, Robert Moore, Willard Pleasants, Gordon Young, Mark Wayne Williams, Linwood 
Johnson, and George Hartley. 

 


